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(4) You must present the certificate
to the official for validation at each
border crossing.

(5) If the certificate is lost, stolen, or
accidentally destroyed, you must ob-
tain a replacement certificate from the
issuing Management Authority.

(6) If you no longer own the live wild-
life, you must immediately return the
original document to the issuing Man-
agement Authority and report on the
disposition of the wildlife, such as
death, sale, or transfer.

§23.45 What are the requirements for
a pre-Convention specimen?

(a) Purpose. Article VII(2) of the
Treaty exempts a pre-Convention spec-
imen from standard permitting re-
quirements in Articles III, IV, and V of
the Treaty when the exporting or re-
exporting country is satisfied that the
specimen was acquired before the pro-
visions of CITES applied to it and
issues a CITES document to that ef-
fect.

(b) U.S. and foreign general provisions.
The following general provisions apply
to the issuance and acceptance of pre-
Convention documents:

(1) Trade in a specimen under the
pre-Convention exemption is allowed
only if the importing country will ac-
cept a pre-Convention certificate.

(2) The pre-Convention date is the
date the species was first listed under
CITES regardless of whether the spe-
cies has subsequently been transferred
from one Appendix to another.

(3) For a pre-Convention Appendix-I
specimen, no CITES import permit is
required.

(4) The pre-Convention exemption
does not apply to offspring or cell lines
of any wildlife or plant born or propa-
gated after the date the species was
first listed under CITES.

(¢c) U.S. application form. Complete
Form 3-200-23 (wildlife) or Form 3-200-
32 (plants) and submit it to the U.S.
Management Authority.

(d) Criteria. The criteria in this para-
graph (d) apply to the issuance and ac-
ceptance of U.S. and foreign certifi-
cates. When applying for a U.S. certifi-
cate, you must provide sufficient infor-
mation for us to find that the specimen
meets all of the following criteria:

§23.46

(1) The specimen was removed from
the wild or born or propagated in a
controlled environment before the date
CITES first applied to it, or is a prod-
uct (including a manufactured item) or
derivative made from such specimen.

(2) The scientific name of the species
is the standard nomenclature in the
CITES Appendices or the references
adopted by the CoP (see §23.23).

(3) Live wildlife or plants will be pre-
pared and shipped so as to minimize
risk of injury, damage to health, or
cruel treatment of the specimen.

(4) For the re-export of a pre-Conven-
tion specimen previously imported
under a CITES document, the wildlife
or plant was legally imported.

§23.46 What are the requirements for
registering a commercial breeding
operation for Appendix-I wildlife
and commercially exporting speci-
mens?

(a) Purpose. Article VII(4) of the
Treaty provides that Appendix-I speci-
mens that are bred in captivity for
commercial purposes shall be deemed
to be listed in Appendix II. This means
that an Appendix-I specimen origi-
nating from a commercial breeding op-
eration that is registered with the
CITES Secretariat may be traded
under an export permit or re-export
certificate based on Appendix-II cri-
teria. The specimen is still listed in
Appendix I and is not eligible for any
exemption granted to an Appendix-II
species or taxon, including any exemp-
tion granted by an annotation (see
§23.92).

(b) U.S. and foreign general provisions.
The following provisions apply to the
registration of U.S. and foreign com-
mercial breeding operations for Appen-
dix-I wildlife:

(1) If the Management Authority is
satisfied that the operation in its coun-
try meets the conditions for registra-
tion in paragraph (d) of this section, it
will send the request to register a
breeding operation to the Secretariat.

(2) The Secretariat will verify that
the application is complete and notify
the Parties of the request.

(3) If any Party objects to or ex-
presses concern about the registration
within 90 days from the date of the
Secretariat’s notification, the Secre-
tariat will refer the application to the
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